
The Dame Hilda Ross Network brings together like-minded women from around New 
Zealand, offering them an opportunity to connect, engage, learn and grow. While offering 
various avenues to support, nurture and elevate women in our Party. 

Our 2025 Programme

•	 Connections to National women, including 
our most senior Ministers, Governors, MPs, 
regional and electorate office holders and 
members – drawing on the wealth of talent 
and expertise inside our Party

•	 The Leader’s Toolkit: Leadership, 
Capability and Confidence 

•	 Access to experts in politics from here 
and abroad – programmes, panels and 
discussions

Contact us: DameHildaRoss@national.org.nz

The DHRN provides members of the National Party with:
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•	 Regional events led by MPs around 		
New Zealand

•	 National events, with our MPs and 
Ministers, at our regional and annual 
conferences and the annual DHRN Cocktail 
Party 

•	 An opportunity to participate in an annual 
Parliamentary Internship

•	 National 101 and Campaign College 
programmes. 

Session 4: Fundraising

Based on the Leadership Institute’s Fundraising Training

Presenters: President Sylvia Wood	

OCTOBER

30 October 
6PM (Online) 

 



NOVEMBER

Parliamentary Internship

Day 2 - 13 November 2025

AM: Attend Select Committee sessions

PM: Networking lunch in Caucus room
Assigned to a Cabinet Ministers to shadow

*Attendees need to get themselves to Wellington. Accommodation and meals 
provided by the Party.

	

12-13 November Parliamentary Internship

An annual two-day internship in parliament for women seriously considering 
standing for selection as a National candidate.

Day 1 - 12 November 2025

AM: Arrive parliament/meet and greet in caucus room
Presentations/Q&A with MPs, former MPs, Whips

PM: Attend Question Time
Presentations/Q&A with Party President, Campaign Director
Assigned to an MP to shadow
Dinner at Bellamys

NOVEMBER

26 November 
7PM (Online) 

Leader’s Toolkit:  Leadership, Capability and Confidence

Session 6: Women of the International Democracy Union

The work of the  International Women’s Democracy Union and  
the Asia Pacific Democracy Union to support women in politics 

Presenters: TBC

Panel Discussion: Chaired by President Sylvia Wood



DECEMBER

Date TBC

Date TBC

Leader’s Toolkit:  Leadership, Capability and Confidence

Session 7: International Friends & Networks

Margaret Guilfoyle Network – Liberal Party of Australia.

Learning from our friends across the ditch about their work to elevate and 
develop centre right women. 

Presenters: TBC

The Annual Dame Hilda Ross Network Cocktail Party 	

National House Wellington

Hosted by our DHRN Co-Chairs President Sylvia Wood and Hon Louise Upston 

	


